Urban  District  Council  of  North!  ich. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

H1EDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

AND 

Vital  Statistics,  &c., 


for  tbe  year  ending  December  31  $t,  1903. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


r 


https://archive.org/details/b29921879 


Northwich  Urban  District. 


REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1903. 


Population  at  Census,  1931  . 

,,  Estimated  to  middle  of  1903 

Area  in  Acres  . 

Birth  Bate  per  1,000  living  . 

Beath  ,,  ,,  >> 

,,  „  from  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 

Deaths  under  1  year  in  1,000  Births . 

The  Urban  District  formerly  included  the  Parishes  of 
Witton-cum-Twambrooks,  Northwich,  and  Castle-North wich, 
and  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Hartford,  Leftwich,  and  Win- 
nington  ;  but  now  it  is  a  Parish  or  Township  of  itself,  and  its 
population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1903  is  18,220,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  270  over  the  population  of  1902.  The  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  is  272,  the  birth  rate  being  double  the  death 
rate. 

Births.  The  total  number  of  births  is  548,  273  being 
males  and  275  females.  The  rate  per  1,000  is  30*0,  which  is 
3*4  per  1,000  less  than  the  ten  years  average.  The  number  of 
illegitimate  births  is  27,  which  gives  a  rate  of  1*4  per  1,000. 

Deaths.  During  the  year  276  persons  have  died  who 
belonged  to  the  district,  giving  a  rate  of  15-1  per  1,000,  a  rate 
which  compares  favourably  with  that  of  former  years.  Of 


17,603 
13,220 
1,753 
30  0 
15*1 
1*2 
149 
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these  deaths  24  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse  and  5  in 
the  Victoria  Infirmary  ;  82  were  infants  under  1  year  of  age, 
and  62  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

Zymotic  diseases  were  accountable  for  37  of  the  deaths; 
15  were  from  phthisis  (consumption),  and  15  from  other  tubercular 
diseases;  12  from  cancer.  The  respiratory  diseases  are  nu¬ 
merous  and  the  fatalities  heavy,  46  deaths  being  due  to  this 
cause,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  2*5,  or  one-sixth  of  the  total 
death  rate.  There  were  21  deaths  from  heart  diseases,  12  from 
premature  births,  10  from  accidents,  1  from  suicide,  18  from 
old  age,  7  from  marasmus,  and  14  from  convulsions. 

18  Inquests  were  held,  the  verdicts  being  : — 3  from  drown¬ 
ing,  2  from  burns  and  scalds,  1  from  poisoning,  2  from  falls, 
3  from  being  run  over  by  cycles  and  locomotives,  the  remainder 
from  natural  causes. 

Infantile  Deaths.  The  total  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  1  year  old  is  82,  which  is  34  less  than  the  10 
3?ears  average. 

The  number  of  children  who  die  before  reaching  1  year  of 
age  is  149  out  of  every  1,000  born. 

The  causes  of  these  deaths  were  as  follows: — ti  from 
whooping  cough,  7  from  diarrhoea,  6  from  tubercular  diseases 
other  than  phthisis,  11  from  respiratory  diseases,  and  12  from 
premature  births,  7  from  marasmus,  and  13  from  convulsions, 
and  15  from  various  other  causes — a  melancholy  list,  for  the 
number  is  great  in  those  diseases  which  are  preventable.  Of 
these  82  infants,  58  were  under  6  months  of  age  at  the  time 
of  death. 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Children.— Under  .his 

head  7  Children  died,  their  mothers  being  either  in  domestic 
service  (4),  or  of  no  occupation  (3),  diarrhoea,  atrophy  and 
convulsions  account  for  all  but  one — a  case  of  broncho¬ 
pneumonia  which  occured  in  the  Workhouse.  One  child 
was  13  months  and  all  the  others  were  under  6  months  of  age 
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Zymotic  Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  from  the 
seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  is  22  :  in  addition  to  which  15 
deaths  were  from  diarrhoea,  making  37  ;  of  this  total  number  32 
were  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  is  1-2  per  1,000  ;  17  of  these  deaths 
were  due  to  whooping  cough  ;  1  to  scarlet  fever  ;  2  to  diphtheria  ; 

I  to  enteric  fever,  and  1  to  erysipelas. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — There  were  48  cases  of  in¬ 
fectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year,  against  64  the  previous 
year,  of  these  10  were  small  pox;  12  diphtheria;  9  erysipelas; 

I I  scarlet  fever  ;  5  enteric  fever,  and  1  puerperal  fever  ;  of  the  14 
removed  to  Hospital  ;  10  suffered  from  small  pox,  2  from 
diphtheria,  and  2  from  scarlet  fever. 

Small  Pox.  After  many  years  freedom  from  this 
disease  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  saw  10  cases  occur.  Two 
were  tramps  who  came  into  the  Workhouse  with  the  disease 
upon  them  ;  one  a  man  who  had  only  been  residing  in  this 
district  some  four  days  when  he  was  attacked,  and  two  more 
were  tramps  who  came  into  common  lodging-houses  in 
the  district  with  the  disease  already  upon  them  ;  this  accounts 
for  5  cases,  each  being  a  separate  and  distinct  case  arising 
from  outside  the  district,  and  which,  owing  to  the  prompt 
measures  of  the  Sanitary  Officials,  did  not  communicate  the 
disease  to  any  other  person. 

Four  more  cases,  in  two  houses,  were  infected  by  a  week¬ 
end  visitor,  a  waterman,  who  undoubtedly  had  the  disease 
slightly  when  he  was  here.  He  was  not  seen  or  the  disease 
diagnosed  until  after  he  had  left  and  the  contacts  had  devel¬ 
oped  small  pox.  The  remaining  case  was  infected  from  a 
case  outside  the  boundary  of  the  district. 

In  all  of  these  outbreaks  the  patients  were  at  once  removed 
to  Hospital,  vaccination  and  re- vaccination  performed  upon 
all  contacts  ;  thorough  disinfection  of  premises  was  done,  and 
all  clothing  and  bedding  burnt.  The  result  of  these  prompt 


6 


and  energetic  measures  was  most  satisfactory  ;  but  credit  must 
be  largely  given  to  the  fact  that  this  is  a  thoroughly  wTell 
vaccinated  district. 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  Hospital  at  Wade  Brook 
has  beds  available  for  5  patients,  but  during  the  year  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  with  the  Northwich  Rural  District  Council 
to  send  cases  to  their  Hospital  at  Marbury  ;  a  very  useful  ar¬ 
rangement.  Unfortunately,  the  Rural  Council  have  recently 
withdrawn  permission  for  this  arrangement  to  continue,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  their  administrative  capacity  is  not  sufficient 
for  dealing  with  the  number  of  patients  when  the  Hospital  is 
full. 


The  land — six  acres  -  for  the  new  Joint  Hospital  has  been 
purchased  at  Davenham,  and  the  plans  are  prepared  and  only 
await  the  sanction  of  the  authorities  for  building  operations  to 
com  mence. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  Systematic  in¬ 
spection  has  been  made  throughout  the  district  of  all  work¬ 
shops  on  the  register,  which  number  clo?e  upon  150.  The 
cleansing  of  these  places  is  enforced,  and  lime-washing  insisted 
on  where  practicable.  The  ventilation  is  a  sore  point  in  many 
workshops,  and  where  ventilators  exist  they  are  frequently 
stopped  up.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  definite  instructions 
to  make  careful  observations  and  report  immediately  upon  any 
infringement  of  the  Act. 

Sewerage  Schemes.  T  he  Castle  Ward  Sewerage 
Scheme  may  now  be  said  to  be  complete,  and  the  Council  are 
to  be  congratulated  on  having  a  perfectly  arranged  scheme. 
No  cost  has  been  spared  to  make  everything  connected  with 
the  scheme  as  efficient  and  up-to-date  as  possible,  and  there 
will  be  very  little  balance  out  of  the  original  estimate  of 
C2  5,000.  There  are  properties  still  to  be  connected  by  the 
owners,  but  the  Council  have  already  addressed  commu¬ 
nications  to  the  parties  asking  that  the  work  shall  be  carried 
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out  without  having  recourse  to  the  statutory  notice.  We  can 
see  many  instances  where  the  work  is  being  undertaken.  The 
Sewage  Outfall  Works,  at  Winnington,  appear  to  work  ad¬ 
mirably,  the  effluent  being  all  that  can  be  desired.  About  300 
trees  have  been  planted  round  the  ground,  with  a  view  of  im¬ 
proving  the  general  surroundings,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
they  will  form  a  very  good  screen  to  protect  the  tanks  from 
the  various  winds. 

Making-up  of  Private  Streets.  The  Surveyor 
of  the  Council  has  received  instructions  to  prepare  plans,  &c., 
for  the  making  up  of  15  private  streets  with  a  view  to  their 
adoption  by  the  Council.  Included  in  the  number  are  several 
back  passages  or  secondary  means  of  access  to  property,  and 
the  Council  are  wise  in  taking  these  most  important  thorough¬ 
fares  in  hand. 

Refuse  Removal.  It  is  a  pleasing  fact  to  record 
that  the  work  of  the  contractors  in  removing  the  contents  of 
privies  and  house  refuse  has  been  more  satisfactorily  carried 
out  during  the  past  year  than  for  many  years  before. 


HENRY  EDWARD  GOUGH, 

Medical  Oeficer  of  Health. 


February  7th,  1904. 
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Isolation  Hospital— Wade  Brook  and  Marbury  (Rural  District  of  Northwich). 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  I.— BIRTHS,  1903. 


(Population  18,220.) 
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Totals  for 
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Rate  per  1,000=1*4. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  II. -DEATHS,  1903. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  TABLE  III.-INFANTILE  DEATHS. 
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Northwich  Urban  District, 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

1st  January ,  1904. 


ANNUAL 


REPORT. 


In  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  1903,  it  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  record  a  clean  Bill  of  Health.  Although 
repeatedly  during  the  year  infectious  disease  has  visited 
the  town,  each  time  we  have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
suppress  it  without  there  being  a  spread  of  the  infection. 

Many  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
past  year.  I  may  specially  mention  the  increased  adoption  of 
the  Water  Carriage  System  in  lieu  of  pails  or  cesspools.  This 
improvement  will  be  better  felt  as  the  system  becomes  more 
general. 


Now  the  Castle  Sewerage  Scheme  is  completed,  it  would 
be  advisable  for  the  Council,  at  an  early  date,  to  consider  the 
passing  of  a  Resolution  requiring  all  privies  in  the  above 
district  to  be  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system,  as 
they  become  defective  .  This  would  reduce  the  scavenging, 
minimise  the  risk  of  spreading  infectious  disease,  and  put  this 
part  of  the  town  on  a  cleaner  and  more  healthy  system. 

The  Scavenging  this  year  has  been  carried  out  in  a  much 
more  satisfactory  manner  than  in  previous  years ;  the  work 
is  done  under  three  contracts  :  one  for  East  Witton,  one 
West  Witton  and  Northwich  Wards,  and  one  for  Castle 
Ward.  Each  of  these  contractors  have  tips  outside  the 
Council’s  district.  The  tips  for  the  excreta  are  covered  with 
lawn-bark,  almost  completely  doing  away  with  the  foul 
smells  that  arise  from  these  places.  The  dry  house  refuse 
is  covered  over  with  soil,  and  the  waste  paper  destroyed  by 
fire. 
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2,214  Loads  of  dry  refuse  have  been  removed,  and  3,600 
loads  of  excreta,  at  a  total  cost  of  ^*1,132  16s.  od. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  supplied  property  owners 
with  177  of  the  Council’s  standard  Pails  from  the  stores  ;  these 
have  gone  to  replace  old  and  leaky  ones.  A  few  have  been 
supplied  to  new  closets,  and  others  have  replaced  cesspools 
that  have  been  filled  up. 

The  scavengers  have  been  served  with  387  notices  for  the 
removal  of  house  refuse.  Only  three  special  notices  have  been 
required  as  the  first  notices  were  promptly  attended  to  on 
service.  This  number  is  considerably  less  than  in  other 
years,  and  very  creditable  to  each  of  the  contractors. 

Eighty-six  notices  have  been  served  on  property  owners 
for  the  abatement  of  nuisances.  These  have  all  been  complied 
with,  and  the  work  carried  out.  T his  does  not  include  verbal 
notices  given  by  Medical  Officer  and  Inspector,  which  are 
not  tabulated  and  cannot  be  included  in  this  Report. 

Forty-three  letters  have  been  written  asking  for  the 
improvement  or  reconstruction  of  defective  and  insanitary 
premises,  that  had  become  a  nuisance  or  dangerous  to  the 
health  of  the  neighbourhood  where  they  existed.  These 
have  all  been  complied  with. 

Twenty-five  new  Pail  Closets  have  been  built  with  ash¬ 
pits  attached,  in  place  of  dilapidated  closets  and  cesspools. 

Thirty-four  Closets  have  been  re-constructed  on  the  pail 
system  in  lieu  of  the  old  cesspools,  and  the  Council’s  standard 
pail  supplied  to  each. 

Thirty-one  Closets  have  been  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  and  the  cesspools  filled  up,  and  covered-in 
ashpits  afterwards  built  on  the  sites. 

Six  new  Ashpits  have  been  constructed  where  inadequate 
provision  existed.  These  were  built  on  the  advice  of  the 
Medical  Officer  and  Inspector. 

Seventeen  lengths  of  House  Drains  have  been  taken  up, 
cleaned,  and  re-laid.  This  does  not  include  main  sewers. 

Twenty-seven  stone-ware  Gully  Traps  have  been  fixed  to 
untrapped  drains  ;  and  seven  3-inch  ventilators  were  fixed 
where  none  existed  previously. 
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Ten  cases  of  filthy  premises  have  been  dealt  with,  and  the 
said  premises  cleansed  and  disinfected.  In  one  case  legal 
proceedings  were  taken,  when  an  order  was  granted  and  the 
work  carried  out. 

Seventeen  cases  of  over-crowding  came  under  my  notice  ; 
in  each  case  the  nuisance  was  abated  within  a  few  weeks 
of  the  notice  being  served. 

Four  Manure  Pits  that  had  become  a  nuisance  and  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  health  of  the  neighbourhood  were  abolished, 
and  the  premises  in  two  cases  reconstructed. 

On  Four  occasions  Black  Smoke  Nuisances  were  reported 
and  the  offenders  written  to  by  the  order  of  the  Council. 

Systematic  Inspection  of  the  district  takes  up  a  great  deal 
of  time.  The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  my  notes  on 
my  inspection  in  November  last  :  3,851  houses,  3,377  closets, 
584  cesspools,  1,904  pails,  1,008  water  closets,  1,278  ashpits,  884 
ashboxes,  and  3,220  water  taps.  The  last  time  I  gave  a  similar 
table  was  in  1899.  It  then  showed  3,790  houses,  3,595  closets, 
981  cesspools,  1,839  pails,  824  water  closets,  1,512  ashpits, 
781  ashboxes,  and  3,030  water  taps.  Since  that  time  90 
houses  have  been  pulled  down  through  subsidence  and  other 
causes.  This  still  gives  us  an  increase  of  sixty-one  houses  ; 
a  decrease  in  the  cesspools  of  397,  and  an  increase  in  the  water 
closets  of  184,  and  an  increase  in  the  pail  closets  of  65.  In 
my  opinion  this  shows  considerable  progress,  and  some  course 
should  be  considered  by  the  Council  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible  to  encourage  the  more  general  adoption  of  the  water 
carriage  system. 

I  have  received  forty-eight  notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — Scarlet  Fever  12, 
Diphtheria  1 1,  Erysipelas  10,  Small  Pox  9,  Typhoid  5,  and 
Puerperal  1.  Nine  of  these  have  been  treated  in  the  Wade 
Brook  Hospital,  and  three  in  the  Marbury  Hospital,  at  a  total 
cost  of  ^234  19s.  7d.  The  nine  cases  treated  at  Wade  Brook 
cost  /16  1 6s.  od.  per  head.  The  three  cases  treated  at  Mar¬ 
bury  cost  ^27  18s.  4d.  per  head.  This  is  again  a  large 
decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infection  compared  with 
other  years. 

Nine  times  has  the  scourge  of  Small  Pox  visited  the 
town,  and  at  the  worst  part  and  most  congested,  where 
there  was  every  possibility  of  a  serious  spread  of  the  disease. 
But  this  was  stopped  by  the  quick  removal  of  the  patient  and 


i6 


the  strict  measures  taken  in  the  disinfection  and  re-vaccination 
of  the  people  coming  in  contact  with  the  disease  ;  the  des¬ 
truction  of  all  infected  clothing  and  bedding,  and  the  thorough 
disinfection,  cleansing,  and  limewashing  of  the  premises. 

No  alterations  have  been  made  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
during  the  year.  The  roadway  leading  to  it  has  been  repaired 
with  a  few  loads  of  cinders. 

I  he  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milk-shops  have  been  visited 
several  times  during  the  year,  and  the  usual  lime-washing 
carried  out. 

Slaughter-Houses.  Seventeen  in  number  have  had  my 
attention,  i'wo  have  been  reconstructed  and  drained  and  the 
others  lime-washed. 

Lodging-Houses.  These  number  Seven.  They  have 
been  under  strict  supervision  during  the  year.  Two  have  been 
in  quarantine  ;  they  have  all  been  well  disinfected,  cleansed, 
and  lime-washed,  and  the  bedding  and  clothes  thoroughly 
disinfected  and  cleansed. 

Canal  Boats.  There  are  only  two  Canal  Boats  on  the 
Council’s  Register  that  ply  on  the  river  in  the  Council’s  dis¬ 
trict  ;  all  other  boats  are  under  Merchants’  Shipping  Act,  there¬ 
fore  out  of  our  jurisdiction. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  There  are  about  150  Work¬ 
shops  in  this  district,  the  systematic  inspection  and  registration 
of  which  has  occupied  a  considerable  portion  of  my  time. 
Many  of  these  Workshops  had  to  be  lime-washed  and  cleansed. 
A  good  many  object  to  having  this  done,  except  at  certain 
times.  I  found  the  ventilation  in  most  cases  blocked  up. 
This  was  to  keep  out  the  cold  and  damp. 

The  Food  and  Drug  Act  has  been  attended  to  through¬ 
out  the  year,  but  no  infringement  has  taken  place. 

CHAS.  POTTS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


